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ST. JOHN’S AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

ADDRESS:  Box 819, 203 Pearl St., Guttenberg, IA 52052       PHONE:  (563) 252-2355 

 

; 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Have you ever noticed how hard it is to control what happens in the future? 
 

Sometimes our lives blow up in disaster with family troubles or economic setbacks or health crises.  Sometimes our lives 

are blessed beyond what we could have expected and God moves us and changes us and adds abundant joy to our lives. 
 

That second scenario describes life at St. John’s for me.  On July 12
th
 of this past year we held our ground breaking 

ceremony and blessing for our new Narthex addition, and now this month we will be holding our dedication service.  This 

undertaking would not have been possible without your overwhelming support and generosity.  Thank you. 
 

While the Narthex addition is “new,” the building committee and church council have done everything they can to tie it in 

with the “old.”  From the stone exterior to the roof lines, to carpet and paint selection, “everything,“ as one member 

commented, “looks like it belongs.”  For example: 
 

The engraving over the new main entrance is copied from the original over the main South entrance, “St. John’s American 

Lutheran Church.” 
 

When you enter the new vestibule, you will notice hanging on the wall, the top of the lovingly restored 150 year old altar 

from the original church. 
 

The six pendant lights in the new Narthex where chosen to match the pendant light hanging in the vestibule.  That pendant 

light was originally hanging in the attic, and was re-purposed in the new addition. 
 

The four back-lit “Gospel” stained glass windows next to the elevator were originally from the South elevation flanking 

the main doors.  They were carefully disassembled, cleaned and restored by Brandon Bries. 
 

A fifth stained glass window (taken from the old elevator vestibule) was also restored and now hangs prominently in the 

multi-purpose room downstairs. 
 

And finally, the beautiful South exterior stone wall and St. John’s stained glass window were retained and now serve as a 

dramatic focal point in the new space. 
 

I am overcome with joy, to see the living history, legacy and memories of both past and current members of St. John’s  

continue to be lifted up in both the new and the old.  As we dedicate this new space to the glory of God, we would also 

like to commemorate those who came before us in building our current beautiful church. 
 

Here is where I need your help.  Please contact the church office or myself if you have any photos, bulletins or memories 

that you would like to share of the dedication of the current church on December 11
th
, 1949, as we would like to 

incorporate that into our dedication service on February 19
th
.  It is truly a joy to serve St. John’s and continue the 

traditions and ministries that make this such a wonderful and vibrant congregation. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Shane 

 

February 2012 NEWSLETTER 
PASTOR: Shane Anderson  

E-MAIL: Pastor Shane luther962@me.com    

WEB PAGE:  www.stjohnsguttenberg.com  

SECRETARY:  Diane Schilling     Email:  stjohnsoffice@alpinecom.net 

Office Hours:  Mon. – Fri.  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

 

E-MAIL:    stjohnsoffice@alpincom.net              January 30, 2010 

VISION STATEMENT: "Challenged to become Christ-like              

                                              in every moment of daily living." 
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February Stewards    Head Usher:   Mary Abbott                  Communion Assistant:  Tonya Randall 
          Funeral Ushers:  Loren & Helen Duwe, Delos & Donna Sadawasser, Terry & Pat Meyer 

          Head of Communion:  Alan Moser       (also responsible for setting up for baptism & putting names on 

            banner for baptisms/funerals)               Liturgical   Colors:  Jan. 1- 8 = White   Jan. 15 – 29  =  Green 

 Acolytes Lectors 

 

Prayers Ushers Comm. 

Helpers 

Sound Camera 

Sun. 

Feb. 5 

 

Ethan Ertl, 

Courtney 

Finnegan 

Tristan Randall 

Ethan Ertl 
Tristan 

Randall 

Jenny Schmelzer, 

Carlie Hyde, 

Sasha Horstman 

& Mitchell 

Parker 

Lynda Akers 

Dakota Parker 

Alan Moser Tim Puls 

Sun. 

Feb. 12 

Logan & 

Hailey 

Peterson 

Michael 

Anderson & 

Hailey 

Peterson 

Michael 

Anderson 

Hannah & Abby 

Vonhandorf, 

Jenny Schmelzer 

& Carlie Hyde 

Lynda Akers 

Tristan 

Randall 

Helen Duwe Chris  

Tuecke 

Sun. 

Feb. 19 

Jace Moore 

& Matthew 

Marovets 

Matthew 

Anderson 

 Jenny Schmelzer, 

Carlie Hyde, 

Nick & Alex 

Tielbar 

 

Lynda Akers 

Erica 

Armstrong 

Kenny 

Tackman 

Brenda 

Tackman 

Sun. 

Feb. 26 

Matthew 

Anderson 

& Emily 

Kraus 

Emily Kraus & 

Matthew 

Marovets 

Emily 

Kraus 

Jenny Schmelzer, 

Taylor Friedlein, 

Nick & Alex 

Tielbar 

Lynda Akers 

Isaac Sweet 

Schmelzers Jenny 

Schmelzer 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS  - St.  John’s Prayer Concerns group meets each Thursday at 9:00 a.m. in the club room.  If 

you would like a name added to the list, please call the church office.  All prayer requests are confidential.   Names will be 

printed in the bulletin only if requested by an individual being prayed for or an immediate family member.  Reminder:  If 

you or a family member are hospitalized, please call the church office the pastor.  By law, hospitals are not permitted 

to contact churches when a patient is admitted. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

Members who are ill or recovering: Alma Pensel, 

Adam  Eilers, Don Becker, Matthew Aulwes,  

Kathleen Wright, Audra Barnhart, Letha Moser, 

Larry Moore, Gertie Meyer, Ralph Livingston  

 
Guttenberg Care Center: (SJ) Larene Backhaus, Alo 

Keehner, Lowell Nieman, Florence Schroeder, Ione 

Reinitz, Alma Pensel, Norrine Thein, Art Essman, 

Agnes Schure, Merlin Rausch, Bob Hovey 

(SP) Janice Frommelt 

 
 

Assisted Living: (SJ) Eunice Kraus, Dale Anderegg,  

(SP) Irene Becker, Lilith Kickbush 

St. Point Lutheran Home: (SJ) Jeanette Bischoff 

Scenic Acres:  (SJ) Floyd Dutka 

Homebound: (SJ) Ruth Tuecke, Delores Klemp, 

Darlene Dutka, Norma Esslinger, L’Dean Krambeer  

(SP) Lois Backes, Darlene Troester, Bev Dubbels 
 

 

 
 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 
Are you an adult trying to make sense of the Christian 

faith?  If so, you are invited to sign up for our Adult 

Confirmation Class that will begin on Feb. 5th, at 6:30 

and will meet for four sessions (5th, 12th, 19th, & the 

26th).   If you are interested in learning more about the 

Christian faith, please let the church office know by no 

later than Sunday, January 29th, so we can order the 

right quantity of materials.  Upon completion of the class 

you will be eligible to participate in the Rite of 

Affirmation of Baptism and become a voting member of 

St. John's. 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 
St. John’s will not cancel Saturday or Sunday services 

due to bad weather.   If it is unsafe for you to attend, 

please do not come.   Often travel on rural roads is 

impossible or dangerous while city streets are fine.   

SundaySchool may be cancelled if travel is not 

recommended by the State Patrol or DOT as many of our 

volunteers live in the country.  Cancellation notices for 

Sunday School will be aired on FM100, KCRG, KWWL 

and KGAN.  Information will also be posted on St. 

John’s Facebook page. 
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DECEMBER  WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

 

Date Sat. Att. Sun. Att. 

Dec. 3 58  

Dec. 4   136 

Dec. 10  49  

Dec. 11  151 

Dec. 17 55  

Dec. 18  169 

Dec. 24 194  

Dec. 25  78 

Dec. 31 56  

Average 82 133 

 

 

THE LUTHERAN MAGAZINE 
St John's pays for subscriptions to The Lutheran for 

members of the congregation.  It has been some time 

since the list has been checked and we have been told 

that some people who get the magazine don't care to and 

others don't get it who would like it.  So.....please let the 

office know into which camp your household falls --   if 

you do want to receive The Lutheran or if you don't.  We 

will adjust the subscription order when next it comes due 

according to the desires of the members of the 

congregation.  Thank you from the Evangelism Ministry. 

 

 
Going to be away for the weekend and won’t 

be able to make it to Worship Service?? There 

is something really great that you need to  

check out on the St. John’s webpage!!!  Click 

on the podcast icon to hear the sermon. 
             

 

 

 
 

The Dedication and Open House for the Narthex 

addition will be held on Sunday, February 19
th

. 

 

 

 

NARTHEX ADDITON 

 
 

 NARTHEX UPDATE 

The Stewardship Committee wishes to give a 

GREAT BIG THANK-YOU for all of the 

contributions for the Narthex Addition.  We still 

have a couple of bills that have not been turned in 

and the South Campus building has been sold but 

we do not have the final figures compiled. 

Once we get the final bills and income we will 

supply everyone with the total cost of the project 

and what proceeds were used to fund the addition.   

We know that we are still short on paying for the 

project completely and we will let the Congregation 

know that amount and a plan to help pay off the 

mortgage taken out to pay the final bills. 

 Thank-you for your continued support for St. 

John’s American Lutheran Church. 

May God Bless each and every one of you.  

Stewardship Committee 

 

ADOPT A DAY 
How would you like to consider adopting a day(s) and 

paying for St. John’s church utilities for that day(s)? 

This would be above your regular church giving and 

would be a huge financial plus for St. John’s.  You 

choose the day(s). Why not consider adopting a day for 

your birthday or that of a family member, or an 

anniversary of your baptism, wedding or all of them and 

more?  If you would like to adopt a day, forms are 

available in the Narthex or just write your information 

on a piece of paper and enclose it with your payment of 

$38 per day.    

 
 

FEB.  ADOPT A DAY 
 

Jan. 18 In honor of Eunice Kraus’ birthday 

Feb. 12  In memory of Lincoln Kraus’ birthday 

No specific date  Jack & Linda Benskin 
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PARISH NURSE 

MINISTRY  

IS COMING TO OUR 

CONGREGATION IN 

JANUARY 2012. 

 

 

Notes from the Parish Nurse Ministry February 

2012 

 

February is heart month. A good time for everyone 

to learn the risk factors for heart disease and 

warning signs of a heart attack. 

 

Risk factors making people more prone to heart 

disease: 
 

  High cholesterol 

  Diabetes 

  Hypertension (high blood pressure) 

  Heart attack or stroke 

 

If you, or someone you love, have been diagnosed 

with one or more of these risk factors, it is 

recommended to follow up with your health care 

provider to be sure the risk factors are controlled 

and he/she can monitor your health.  

 

Warning Signs of a heart attack: 

 

(1) An uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, fullness 

or pain in the chest. 

(2) Pain or discomfort in one or both arms 

(3) Shortness of breath with or without chest 

discomfort 

(4) Other signs such as unusual breaking out in a 

cold sweat, nausea or lightheadedness. 

(5) As with men, women’s most common heart 

attack symptom is chest pain or discomfort. 

Women are more likely to experience other 

symptoms particularly 

      shortness of breath, nausea or vomiting and 

back or jaw pain. 

 

If you or someone you are with experience these 

signs it is recommended that you seek medical care. 

A physician can determine if the symptoms are 

heart related or have another cause. 

 
 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY  
The Wednesday evening Bible Study will be at  7:00 pm 

at St. John’s.  We are looking at the texts for the 

upcoming week , and how we can apply the lessons 

learned to our own walk of faith. All are welcome! 

 

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY  
The Bible Study is being led by our own resident 

Seminarian Dave Tielbar.  We will be meeting 

every Sunday in the Narthex at 9:00am from 

January through May.  Hope to see you there! 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The Northeast Iowa Food Bank will be at Saint John’s 

On Saturday, February 18th..    Volunteers are needed 

beginning at 9:00 am to unload the truck and assemble 

the items for pick up.   We could also use volunteers to  

arrive by 10:00 am to assist older clients in carrying food 

items to their vehicles.    

In Jan.. 80 households and 213 individuals were 

served. THANK YOU to the many volunteers from 

the community who made this service available! 

     
SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION  

"If you are currently a senior and looking to attend 

Luther College next year and would be interested in 

applying for a church leadership scholarship, please see 

pastor Shane for details.  These scholarships range from 

$500-$750.00 in college aid.  Applications must be 

submitted no later than March 1st.  

 
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY    ----  Sunday, Feb. 5

th
 

St. John’s youth will be collecting funds for the needy.  

They are asking you to contribute $1 as you leave 

worship on “Souper Bowl” Sunday.  Proceeds are sent to 

the Clayton County Food Shelf.   
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

 

 

 

 
 

ROTATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ------ 
Sunday School held a dedication and ribbon cutting on 

Sunday, Jan. 15
th
 before touring their new classrooms.  

There was much excitement as they walked through their 

classrooms, rode the elevator and saw the new Narathex 

area for the 1
st
 time.  Beginning, Jan. 29

th
 students will 

explore the story of Zaccheaus.   The next unit, Mary 

Magdalene, begins on February 19
th
.    Parents are 

welcome and encouraged to stay and help out with any 

of the activities.  Facilitators can always use an extra 

hand.  A special thanks to all the parents, grandparents 

and congregational members who lead or assisted with 

the Christmas dreams rotation. 

 
  
 

DEC. SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Date Number in Attendance 

Dec. 4 36 

Dec. 11 48 

Dec. 18 32 

Average 39 

 

 
 

EWALU CAMP   brochures have been sent home 

with students.  Register by Feb. 28
th

 and save! For 

week-long programs, if registration are postmarked 

by  the deadline, discount $40 from total price. If 

before April 18
th

, discount $20. 

 

SPRING TERM 

 8
TH

 GRADE 
       

 

What does it mean to be Lutheran? 

In Confirmation II, we will learn what it means 

to be a follower of Jesus as a member of the 

Evangelical Lutheran  Church of America. 

 

 
 

ST. JOHN’S LOCK IN 
The Luther College Outreach 

Team will lead a Lock-In for 

students in Grades 7-12 on 

February 11-12, beginning at 

7:00 pm and ending 

following Sunday worship.  

Admission is $5.00 plus 1 

non-perishable Food Item or paper product for the 

Clayton County Food Shelf. 

 

 

Save your labels from Best Choice products purchased at 

Benders Foods and give them to a Luther League 

member, David or Sheryl, or Pastor or Lori.  For every 

1000 sent in they will receive $30.00 to go towards the 

2012 Youth Gathering to New Orleans in July.  Just cut 

out the UPC labels that say Best Choice on them and 

drop them off and we will do the rest. 

 

 
Tristan Randall & Emily Kraus at 

Luther League Servant Event 
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WHY I AM EXCITED 

A series composed by St. Johnõs members, edited by M.J. Smith 
 

 
 

This is one in a series of reflections by members of St. 

Johnôs. These thoughts are presented in the context of 

our congregationôs current mission to build the Narthex 

Addition. Please read the reflection; and then, think 

about why you are excited. This statement is by Richard 

Newbern. 

 

I’ve been a member of  the St. John’s congregation 

for over 40 years and have served on the church 

council twice and many other various committees 

during those years.  I was on the council when we 

added the previous elevator that added handicap 

access at a cost that we could afford at the time.  

The new elevator adds a new dimension for access 

by the handicap or for those of us who just need a 

ride.  I suffered a stroke eight years ago and know 

how important a lift can be. 

I think, being an “older” member of the church 

congregation, I tend not to get excited about the 

narthex addition but rather consider it more of a 

calculated endeavor.  The first ideas and plans were 

not used but new thoughts and plans were made to 

allow the correct addition to be completed.  This 

addition enhances the church for improved 

educational and worship uses for some time to 

come.  We owe many thanks to all those involved in 

overseeing and assisting in any way to make the 

narthex addition a reality. 

 
 

A BIG THANK YOU to your members that 

donated gifts for the residents here at Strawberry 

Point Lutheran Home.,   The season was blessed 

with God's many wonders,   Thanks!   Sincerely,   

Cathy  Mills,  Life Events Coordinator  

Northland Agency on Aging Senior Dining 

Centers -- Guttenberg Meal Site  

 Guttenberg City Hall 11:30 a.m.  Mon-Fri. 

Call Vi Zittergruen @ 252-1182 the day before 

you plan to eat with us.  Volunteers are always 

welcome to help serve at the meal site.  If you are 

interested, call Mae Jetter @ 252-1041. 
Mealsite winter closing policy – If inclement weather is 

severe enough to close schools in the communities 

where NorthLand’s Central Kitchens are located 

(Decorah, Elkader, West Union, Cresco and Oelwein), 

those dining centers and the satellites they serve also 

will be closed.  If Elkader Public Schools are closed, The 

Elkader Senior Center and its satellites in Monona, 

Farmersburg, Guttenberg and Garnavillo, also will be 

closed.  Simply listen to your local radio station to find 

out when schools are closed.  The radio stations also will 

be informed when the Senior Dining Centers are closed. 

 

SENIOR CITIZEN LUNCH HELPERS –FEB. 
1.    Betty Geick, Mae Jetter 

6.    Una Bishop, Sherry Oliver 

7.      Helen Duwe, Vi Zittergruen 

13.    Betty Geick, Shirley Kimball 

14.    Sue Miller, Janet Moser 

21  .  Karen Anderegg, Karla Palmer 

24.    Helen Duwe, Vi Zittergruen 

27.    Una Bishop, Janet Lundt 

28.    Laura Manson, Donna Witham 

29.    Kay Cherne, Dorothy Moser 

 

CLAYTON COUNTY FOOD SHELF NEEDS 
Food: canned green beans, corn and peas, cereal, 

oatmeal, muffin mix, pork & beans, Hamburger & 

Tuna Helper, canned dinners, mac & cheese, soup, 

canned fruit, pasta, rice, flour, sugar, peanut butter, 

tuna, pie filling, gelatin, pudding, cake mix 

Non-food:  toilet tissue, toothpaste, shampoo, bar 

soap, dish soap, laundry soap                     

 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
Have you lost a loved one?  Are you grieving?  If so, 

you are invited to attend a Grief Support Group at 

Guttenberg Municipal Hospital in the Education Center 

room.  The meetings are held from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  on 

the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursdays of each month.  There is no 

need to register and you are welcome to join the group at 

any time.  If you have questions or need more 

information please contact Lynn Hoffman, Social 

Worker at Guttenberg Municipal Hospital (563)252-

1121 or Kari Harbaugh, The Family Resource Center 

(563)252-3215. 
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WELCA GENERAL MEETING  - Jan. 9, 2012 

President Lynda Akers opened the meeting with 

devotions.  Refreshments were served to the 12 

ladies in attendance.  Thank you notes were shared 

from the Sunday School, Reinhardt family, and 

from WELCA Headquarters for  the Thankoffering.  

Minutes of the previous meeting and treasurer’s 

report were read and approved.  Visitation 

committee will also be calling volunteers to help 

with Bingo.  Spring Cluster will be hosted by St. 

Paul’s of Garnavillo.  Dedication of the new 

Narthex will be held Feb. 19
th

 in conjunction with 

the Annual Soup Dinner.  There will be a few minor 

changes in the menu.  Marlys Friedlein will again 

be chair-person of the soup dinner.  Free Will 

offering will be accepted.  Marry Abbott will be in 

charge of publicity. Discussion took place regarding 

possible upcoming fund raisers.  At the next general 

meeting we will consider possibly having Farmer’s 

Market stand during Memorial Day weekend.  Lists 

for funeral helpers and food donations have been 

updated.  We will be replacing the care pkgs. For 

our college students with gift cards to Subway, etc. 

so will be requesting monetary donations to cover 

that.  Mother/Daughter tea will be held Friday, May 

11.  Someone is needed to resume Bible Study at 

Assisted Living.  Fellowship in the new Narthex 

was discussed. Muppets will be taking care of the 

service at Scenic Acres on April 29
th

.  Meeting 

adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.  The next general 

meeting will be April 9
th

 at 6:30 pm. 

 

ANNUAL SOUP DINNER 

Sunday, February 19
th

 in 

conjunction with the Narthex 

dedication and Open House.  

New to the menu this year:  

turkey & dressing sandwiches.  

Proceeds from the luncheon are 

used to support WELCA 

ministries, including college care 

packages, senior quilts, SOTH, EWALU campers 

and Dirty Feet Retreat.    

 

SARAH CIRCLE 
Now meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of the month! 

 Come and join us for Bible Study and fellowship 

on Tuesday, February 14 at 7 pm in the Narthex. 

  

Bible Study:  "Tough Questions" led by Pastor Anderson 

 From the Gospel of Mark chapter 10 we encounter 

formidable questions.Several are posed for Jesus, but 

Jesus also asks difficult thing of his followers. 

  

Hostess:  Judy Puls 

  

If you need a ride, call Lynda Akers 252-2521 

 

  SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 

MINISTRY 
 

Shepherd’s Christmas Just 4 Kids Project was 

December 12-15, 2011.  We provided gifts for 510 

children (195 families) thru 18 years of age.  

Donations of PJ’s, pillows, pillowcases, toys, quilts, 

bath towels, games, books, hats, mittens, coats, 

socks and underwear were given away.  We had 

over 40 volunteers donating time to set-up, assist 

clients to shop for gifts making for a wonderful & 

successful Holiday Shop again.  Thanks to everyone 

who helped or donated. 

 

Shepherd of the Hills Conference Assembly will be 

held February 19, 2012 at Saint Peter Lutheran 

Church, Garnavillo.  The meeting starts at 1:30 PM.  

Saint Peter Luther League will be providing snacks 

before and after the meeting as a fund raiser for the 

youth gathering this summer.  A free will donation 

will be requested. This Assembly consists of all 

pastors serving congregations and institutions, 

SOTH Board of Directors, plus twice the number of 

delegates each congregation sends to the Synod 

Assembly.  All reports for the Assembly will be due 

to our office by February 15 to be included in the 

booklet.  An oral report is always acceptable. 

 

Christmas came to Shepherd of the Hills. Shepherd 

of the Hills Ministry was the recipient of a copy 

machine generously donated by Bethany Lutheran 

Church of Elkader. Thank you, Bethany! 
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The importance of positive parenting  -- Parents: role models, healers, supporters, 

teachers and leaders. February has been named National Parent Leadership Month. 

It is an opportunity to publicly recognize and honor parents for their leadership roles in their homes and communities.  

 LSI recognizes the critical importance of parent leadership. Through LSI’s early childhood and family services 

we help strengthen families, prevent child abuse and neglect, and build strong communities. Your support of LSI allows 

us to continue to support families across Iowa, and is key to bringing a source of hope and creating wholeness for families 

in your community.  For more information on LSI, visit www.LSIowa.org. or  www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.  

“Be the best parent you can for your kids” As three-year-old Kristina chatters away in the living room, her mom 

Raechel can see the similarities. “She definitely is feisty,” Raechel said laughing. “I see the determination in her that I’ve 

pushed myself through already.” Now 17, Raechel was only 14 when she gave birth to Kristina.  Although teen pregnancy 

is a leading reason why girls drop out of high school, Raechel never saw herself as a statistic.“I just want to say to teen 

moms that just because the unexpected happened you should still try to make the best of it and be the best parent you can 

for your kids,” she said. Raechel should know. She finished high school while working part-time and earned her 

acceptance into college where she is now beginning her freshman year. She also knows how valuable support was in 

helping her achieve those goals.Raechel enrolled in LSI’s HOPES, an in-home visitation program that helps parents by 

providing information, education, links to community resources and support. Linda, an LSI family support worker, says 

she understands what moms experience because she’s been there.“I understand what it feels like to be scared and nervous 

– not knowing if you’re doing something right or what the best thing to do is,” she said. “I love seeing families succeed – 

when they accomplish things and are proud of themselves.”As families pursue their goals, HOPES is there to help and to 

cheer them on. 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  --------  THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2012 

 

Members Present:  President Forest Brown, Pastor Shane Anderson, Gary Meyer, Judy Puls, Tonya Randall, 

Dave Tielbar, Mary Abbott, Rollie Harder, Mary Streich, Denny Roth, and Diane Schilling. 

Members Absent: Trudy Glawe and Gail Larson 

Call to Order:  President Forest Brown called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.  

Devotions and Prayer:  Pastor Shane read Psalm 139 which tells us how well God knows us. 

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes for the December 8, 2011 meeting were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Tonya gave the following Treasurer’s report: 

Improvement Fund:  $13,703.82                                            Benevolence Fund:    $13,154.58           

Current Account:         $9,325.91                                       Building Fund:                     $1,000.00                                            

Memorial Fund:              $22,301.99 

We have taken $227,037.26 out on our loan. 

Tonya reported that our loan is financed by both Fidelity and Peoples banks.  The bank will re-write the loan in 

July and payments will be set up then. 

Pastors’ Reports:   

Pastor Shane thanked the council for his Christmas gift.  There was one baptism on Christmas day.  There have 

been two funerals since Christmas. Pastor Shane has helped set up the new Sunday School rooms; has been 

working on Confirmation and the Lock-in scheduled in February.  Pastor Shane, as the chair of the Wellness 

Committee, is working on the Wellness Fair.  He has also been providing a lot of counseling. 

Council Reports: 

Evangelism:  Gail was absent.  She reported that the Christmas gift collection for the Care Center went well.  

She asked that the PR committee and Mary Abbott advertise the dedication and dinner as “a package”. 

Education:  Julie has resigned this position.  We discussed how successful the RSS Sunday School has been.  

We thank Julie for her hard work and dedication. 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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Young People:  Dave will be meeting with his committee. 

Public Relations:  Mary Abbott and her committee are sending out invitations for the dedication.  

Stewardship:  $125,000.00 has been pledged thus far.  An additional $75,000.00 or more needs to raised.  Ideas 

are being sought for large money-making fund raisers.  

Lay Ministry:    The committee is looking at Lenten services and will make a recommendation to Pastor.  They 

will also be gathering favorite hymns to be used in future services. Mary is planning to revise the Head Usher 

instruction sheet.  We discussed the need for training.  We discussed combining the jobs of greeter and usher.  

Property: Denny shared that the chairlift we purchased to use while the elevator was being installed has been 

removed and sold.  He also reported that bids are being collected for exit and emergency lighting.   

Parish Fellowship:  Trudy was absent. 

Vice President: Gary told us that we have pretty much wrapped up the Narthex addition.  Meyer Mechanical 

will be back to finish the plumbing and wiring.  We need to do a punch list, going through each room and 

critiquing the work and listing things that need to be done.  The list will then be sent to the contractors. 

Gary praised both Craig Noack who did the finishing work and Tim Oliver who did the painting downstairs 

saying they did an awesome job.  Tim will be doing touch-ups this week. 

We discussed the Fellowship Hall.  It will be up to the Property Committee to decide whether or not to remove 

the curtains and tracks.  It was the consensus of the council that they should be removed.  It was also suggested 

that we continue the paint color of the new Sunday School rooms throughout the Fellowship Hall. 

Old Business: 

Retreat Goals: We will continue to keep the retreat goals in mind. 

Facilities (Narthex): We discussed the dedication.  Mary Abbott and her committee will contact the Press. 

Fellowship Hall Carpet:  The original plan was to use the carpet from the stage area to fill in the area between 

the Fellowship hall and the wall to the Sunday School rooms.  There is not enough carpet to patch that area. 

MSC  to  purchase additional carpet from Ideal Decorating and have it installed.  

Attendance Challenge:  Pastor Shane shared that attendance has been up the last two months. To encourage 

attendance he has issued a challenge. Pastor Shane will shave his head if we have an average attendance of 200 

for a month, four consecutive Sundays, not to include the Dedication Sunday. 

South Campus Sale:  Forest shared that although no bids were received by the due date, there has been an offer 

from one source and interest shown from another.  The offer is substantially less than what we are asking. 

Discussion included the slow movement of properties for sale, the fact that the lease with Unlimited Services is 

up in June, and the fact that taxes are increasing. The appraised value is higher than the assessed value. We 

discussed counter offers. We decided to extend our discussions with the potential buyers until next Tuesday, the 

date planned for the Executive Committee to review the bids. 

2012 Budget: Diane shared the 2012 Budget sheet she will be putting in the annual report.  The 2012 Budget 

will be available to be reviewed in its entirety in the church office. 

New Business: 

Council Retreat: The annual Council retreat is set for Saturday, February 18
th

 at 8:00 am. Pastor Shane handed 

out packets for us to study and questions for us to answer before the retreat. 

Council Committee Descriptions and Objectives:  The new objectives and committee names are included in 

the retreat packet.  Council members were asked to review all of them so we can decide if the objectives are 

given to the proper committee. 

“Stuff”: We discussed what should be done with items such as shelving and the altar that was purchased when 

the church was rebuilt, but never used.  It was put on the stage in the Fellowship Hall.  It was suggested we 

offer the shelving to members of the congregation for a donation, similar to what was done when the Sunday 

School chairs were replaced.  Giving the altar to Living Waters Church was suggested. They do not have an 

altar.  This subject was tabled until the retreat. 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8;40 pm. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Submitted by:  Judy Puls
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FEBRUARY 

BAPTISMS 

 
Feb. 1 

Lily Kann 

Hailey Peterson 

Bryce Troester 
 

Feb. 3 

Deb Bries 

Tim Hillers 
 

Feb. 4 

Matthew Preston 

Addison Stoerp 
 

Feb. 5 

David Bahls 

Allan White 
 

Feb. 6 

Alex Hyde 
 

Feb. 7 

Jace Moore 
 

Feb. 8 

Courtney Finnegan 

Jillian Rockwell 
 

Feb. 9 

Duane Hagen 

Shirley Meyer 

Todd Moser 
 

Feb. 10 

Dillian Horstman 

Austin Manders 
 

Feb. 11 
 

Baptisms continued 
 

Feb. 13 

Everd Tuecke 
 

Feb. 14 

Loren Duwe 

Emily Ertl 

Mindy Meyer 
 

Feb. 15 

Robert Walke 
 

Feb. 16 

Brandon Duwe 
 

Feb. 17 

Lowell Nieman 
 

Feb. 18 

Sheryl Bahls 

Carrie Niehaus 

Matthew Noack 
 

Feb. 19 

Jeanette Bischoff 

Vi Zittergruen 
 

Feb. 22 

Alma Pensel 

Desiree Walke 
 

Feb. 23 

Kari Friedlein 

Eunice Kraus 

Lorene Niehaus 

Sara Noack 
 

Feb. 24 

Roland Troester 
 

Feb. 26 

Tom Johnson 

Carl Pensel 

Bill Tielbar 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

 
Feb. 1 

Janet Lundt 

Feb. 2 

Ron Bahlmann 

Brianna Lucey 

Allan White 
 

Feb. 4 

Katarina Landt 

Juanita Loven 
 

Feb. 5 

Norma Lehne 

Shirley Moser 

Faith Ruzicka 
 

Feb.7 

Dennis Horstman 

Matthew Noack 

Judy Tuecke 
 

Feb.. 8  

Kathyrn 

Borcherding 

Wanda Lacy 
 

Feb. 10 

Chris Reth 

CathieTielbar 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

continued 

Feb . 12 

Dorothy Moser 

Dennis Zittergruen 
 

 Feb. 13 

Larry Borcherding 

Emily Ertl 

Lola Meyer 

Alma Pensel 
 

Feb. 14 

Jeanette Bischoff 

Abigayle Duwe 
 

Feb. 17 

Richard Hinzman 

Todd Johnson 

Lorene Niehaus 
 

Feb. 18 

Brian Bries 

Alexandra Esmann 

Tim Oliver 

Bill Peters 
 

Feb. 19 

Ross Abbott 

Terry Meyer 

Pat Rodenberg 

 

Feb. 20 

Jacqueline Bahls 

LaVonne Herzog 
 

Feb. 21 

Delos Sadewasser 
 

Feb. 24 

Elaine Roth 

Danny Walke 

Birthdays 

continued 
 

Feb. 25 

Chris Tuecke 
 

Feb. 27 

Dave Brown 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Feb. 2 

Frayne & Joyce 

Horstman 

 

Feb. 3 

LaDean & Carol 

Fischer 

 

Feb. 5 

Duane & Marie 

Hagen 
 

Feb. 10 

Jerry & Cathy 

Handke 
 

Feb. 11 

Jerry & Cindy 

Niehaus 
 

Feb. 20 

Larry & Dorothy 

Moser 

 

Feb. 28 

Bill & Beverly 

Blanchard 

Don Newbern 

Grace Noack 

 

Feb. 12 

M.J. Smith 

 


